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JOSEPH WEST: LANDGRAVE AND GOVERNOR 

By Henry A. M. Smith 

Probably the most prominent among the settlers of South Caro- 
lina from 1669 to 1685 was Joseph West. No one by actual serv- 
ice contributed as much as he to the success of the colony. On 
27 July 1669 he was commissioned by the Lords Proprietors com- 
mander in chief of the very first fleet of three vessels which was 
to transport the first settlers and take possession of the Province 
or plantation called Carolina. 1 His services had been engaged 
somewhat prior to this commission, for on 15 June 1669 a warrant 
was issued to deliver to Joseph West for the defence "of the plan- 
"tation called Carolina in the West Indies four iron demi-culverin 
"and eight sacres, with ship carriages, ladles, sponges and lin- 
" stocks & 12 rounds of shot for each." 2 West's commandership 
was to continue only until the fleet arrived at Barbados. There 
appears a commission from the Lords Proprietors, dated 26 July 
1669, appointing William Sayle Governor of the Province of Caro- 
lina. 3 This commission was originally with the name blank and 
intended either for Sir John Yeamans, then in Barbados, or for 
some person to be selected by him; possibly in conference with 
Thomas Colleton a brother of Sir Peter Colleton also then in Bar- 
bados, and Major Nathaniel Kingsknd. 4 The fleet under West's 
command arrived safely at Barbados. There apparently Sir John 
Yeamans took command and when the fleet (which had been badly 
damaged by a tempest in Barbados and there refitted) sailed for 
Carolina Sir John Yeamans, accompanied it as far as Bermuda 
where he is said to have filled Governor Sayle's name in the com- 
mission and himself returned to Barbados. West who had also 
been appointed the agent and storekeeper for the Lords Proprietors 
accompanied the fleet with Sayle and was among the first to land. 
He had been appointed deputy for the Duke of Albemarle and was 

1 Coll" Hist. Soc. ofS. C, vol. 5, p. 123. 
1 Ibid., p. 93. 
'Ibid., p. 117. 
* Ibid., p. 119. 
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from the first a member of the Grand Council. 5 Governor Sayle 
being about to die nominated West as his successor and on the 
4 March 1670/1 immediately after Sayle's death the council elected 
West Governor. 6 He served until 19 April 1672 when he was sup- 
erseded by Sir John Yeamans who had been appointed Governor 
by the Proprietors. 7 On Sir John Yeaman's death in the Province 
early in August 1674 Joseph West was again elected Governor by 
the Grand Council to which position he had by the Proprietors 
already by an as yet undelivered commission of 18 May 1674 
been appointed. He served as Governor about ten years and was 
superseded by Joseph Morton who was commissioned 18 May 
1684. 8 Scarcely a year later, on 11 March 1684/5 the Proprietors 
again commissioned West Governor. 9 According to McCrady he 
did not actually assume the office until in September 1685. 10 
This seems hardly possible as on 9 th Sept. 1685 the Proprietors 
address a communication to Joseph Morton as Governor. 11 The 
latest communication the writer has found from the Proprietors 
addressed to Joseph West as Governor is dated 30 July 1685. 12 
It would appear that between 30 July and 9 Sept r 1685 Morton 
had succeeded West as Governor. According to Rivers, West 
sometime in 1685 resigned the position of Governor; and left the 
Province. 

"His leaving the Province is stated on authority of a brief no- 
"tice in some MS. notes from papers in London." 13 Rivers adds, 
" I have not been able to discover anything relating to the life 
"of Col West after his retirement from office." McCrady says 
"nothing is known of his subsequent career" — but merely cites 
Rivers as his authority. In his whole career in Carolina he seems 
to have preserved the esteem and confidence both of the Proprie- 
tors and the people and to have administered the trusts confided 
to him, honestly, skilfully and successfully. Chalmers in his 

'Ibid., pp. 132, 176. 
'Ibid., p. 276. 

7 M°Crady, So. Co. under Proprietary Gov*., p. 154. 

8 Ibid., p. 194. 

» Coll 1 ". Hist. Soc. o/S. C, vol. 1, p. 113. 

10 M c Crady, supra, p. 206. 

" Coll M Hist. Soc. ofS. C, vol. 1, p. 114. 

13 Commissions and Instruction, 1685-1785, printed 1916, p, 40. 

13 Rivers' Sketch, p. 141. 



JOSEPH WEST 191 

"Political annals" (published in 1780) says of West "He is justly 
"celebrated for his courage, his wisdom, his moderation." 14 

In 1672 he had been created a Cassique and in May 1674 a 
Landgrave. 16 Under the provisions of the Fundamental Consti- 
tutions he was entitled as a Landgrave to four baronies of 12,000 
acres each or 48,000 acres in all. There is nothing on the record to 
show that he ever availed himself of this right, and received grants 
for the baronies. He managed the Proprietor's plantation on the 
Ashley river and had charge of their planting adventure, and in 
1675 was by them offered the plantation and plantation stock and 
equipment for their debt to him. 16 This offer he then declined, but 
according to Chalmers in April 1677 the plantation and stock, the 
merchandise, and debts belonging to the Proprietors were assigned 
to him in discharge of his claims. 17 In 1680 he had received a 
grant for 1500 acres near the Cooper river which in 1686 he sold 
to James Le Bas. 18 In 1682 he had received a grant for lot N°. 
28 in Charles Town, 19 and in 1681 he had been granted 130 acres 
on Charles Town Neck part of the tract formerly allotted to Rich- 
ard Cole which 130 acres on 27 June 1687 he conveyed to James 
Martell Goulard de Vervent. 20 As late as 14 July 1687 there is a 
letter from the Proprietors addressed to Landgrave Joseph West in 
Carolina. 21 He appears thus to have remained or been in the 
province as late as July 1687 when he would seem to have disposed 
of all his property — at least his landed property in the Province. 
The writer has found no later evidence of his being in the Province. 

In 1892 the New York Historical Society published volume one 
of Abstracts of Wills in the Surrogates office of the County of 
New York. That gives (p. 186) the abstract of the will of a 
Joseph West dated 6 May 1691. The date of probate which would 
be some indication of the date of death is not given. The will 
leaves legacies to his kinsman William West woolen draper in Lon- 
don and to his kinsman Edward Hastings of Shipton Oxfordshire 

11 Carroll's Coll™, vol. 2, p. 311. 

» Coll M Hist. Soc. ofS. C, vol. 5, pp. 402, 435. 

" 5. C. Hist, and Gen. Mag., vol. XVI, p. 53. 

» Carrolls Coll™, vol. 2, p. 311. 

»» 5. C. Hist, and Gen. Mag., vol. XIV, p. 138. 

19 Ibid., vol. IX, p. 17. 

™IUd., vol. XIX, p. 11. 

11 Commissions and Instructions, 1685-1715, pp. 3, 41. 
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Gentleman. After some other small legacies the abstract pro- 
ceeds that if M r Thomas Smith of Carolina does not pay to Joseph 
Harlem in Barbados the sum of £500, then all his (i.e. West's) es- 
tate in Carolina to be disposed of by his executors: and directs all 
his plate to be disposed of and after payment of debts and funeral 
expenses the remainder to be put in the hands of some honest, 
trusty, able men of the people called Quakers, to be disposed of 
among the Churches of that denomination in London. The execu- 
tor named in the will is Miles Foster. 

On p. 101 of the same volume the total estate consisting of cash 
and the proceeds of the sale of his plate is inventoried at £813. and 
his funeral expenses are stated at £24.4". 

The general atmosphere of this will points to its being the will 
of Landgrave Joseph West, although he neither styles himself 
Landgrave nor as of Carolina. The uncertainty however, if any, 
from the will taken alone is removed by the language of a later 
power of attorney on record 22 here dated 7 March 1691/2 from 
" Miles fforster of y e Citty of New Yorke Merchant Sole Executor 
"of the Last will and Testament of Joseph West Esq Late of the 
"s d Citty deceased and formerly of South Carolina" made to 
"my loving friend Thomas Smith of South Carolina." The 
power of attorney refers only to personal property of West in 
South Carolina viz: debts, goods, negroes, slaves &c &c and does 
not mention lands and as has been shown West would himself 
have appeared to have already disposed of his lands in Carolina. 
Taking the will and the power of attorney together there appears 
to be no doubt that the will was that of Landgrave Joseph West 
who had removed from Carolina to New York and there died some- 
time prior to March 1692 (new style). 

From the statement of his funeral expenses in the Surrogate's 
Court in New York the inference would be that he was buried in 
that City. There is a somewhat curious circumstance neverthe- 
less connected with this inference. On a map recorded in the office 
of the Registrar of Mesne Conveyances for Charleston County 23 
on a lot at the then foot of Boigard (now called Bogard) street in 
the City of Charleston on the West side of then Pinckney street 
(now Rutledge avenue) being now the South East Corner of Rut- 
s' Off. Hist. Com" Register of the Province of S. C, 1675-1696, pp. 200-201. 
23 Vol. E, N» 6, p. 453. 
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ledge Avenue and Bogard street is a spot marked "Landgrave 
West's Tomb" This lot is on a part of the 130 acre grant sold by 
West to Goulard de Vervent. The writer could from a superficial 
examination find no tomb there now. 

It may be that this was only a place prepared by Landgrave 
West, when he owned the tract, in contemplation of the time 
when a tomb would be needed by him. As the map was made as 
late as 1786 it is evident there must have been something there 
which for many years had been reputed to be Landgrave West's 
tomb. The writer has found nothing concerning West's life be- 
fore he was appointed to take charge of the fleet carrying the first 
settlers to the Province. Rivers says he was a "plebeian" 24 but 
he appears to know nothing about him. West himself mentions a 
wife who stayed in England when he left with the fleet and asks 
that his salary be paid to her. 25 He mentions no other relatives 
until we come to the will referred to above. It is likely that the 
M r " Joanna West who arrived in August 1671, and on account of 
whose arrival in the province an allowance of land was made to 
"Coll. Joseph West," was his wife. (Printed Warrants 1672-1679, 
p. 63.) It may be that his wife later came out and joined him 
and became the occupant of the tomb on the 130 acre tract. The 
will would indicate some connection with the Quakers, but he was 
called "Captain" and later "Coll." and evidenced other warlike 
proclivities and activities not consonant with the Quaker profes- 
sion. However such inferences may be, there is little doubt the 
infant colony owed to him much if not most of its success, and 
taking all in all he may be characterized as the most capable and 
worthy of the colony's early rulers. He seems to have fully de- 
served the eulogistic language quoted from Chalmers, to which 
may be added that he apparently showed a conspicuous indiffer- 
ence to personal profit. There was another West — Samuel West — 
who also came out in the very first fleet at the same time as Land- 
grave Joseph West. 26 Samuel West took out grants for land set- 
tled and left descendants in South Carolina, 27 but the writer has 
never found anything on the record indicating any relationship 
with Joseph West. 

M Rivers, Sketch, p. 141. 

" Coll M Hist. Soc. ofS. C, vol. 5, pp. 270, 273, 299. 

*»Ibid., p. 136. 

» Ibid., p. 287. 



